
Carthage Veterinary Service, Ltd. 

P.O. Box 220 

Carthage, IL 62321 

217.357.2811 ph   

217.357.6665 fax 

www.hogvet.com 

 
REGISTER 

   

http://www.hogvet.com/conf-overview.htm 
Or call Carthage Veterinary Service at  

1-217-357-2811 
 
 

Continuing Education  
 

Up to 5.25 Hours continuing education  
credits available 

 

DIRECTIONS/HOTELS 
 

http://www.hogvet.com/conf-directions.htm 
http://www.hogvet.com/conf-hotels.htm 

 

 
 
 

CVS is Running the Race 
Save the date on your calendar  

August 30, 2011 
 
 
 
 

Join us at the 21st Annual Swine Health and 
Production Conference held at the  
University Union, on the campus of  

Western Illinois University in Macomb, IL. 
   

Please register today at:  
http://www.hogvet.com/conf-overview.htm 

 
 

PARKING 
   

 
Parking is located at the University Services 

Building Q-Lot on University Drive  
 

A shuttle will be provided to and  
from the parking lot 

 
Parking is also available at any metered lot 

 

21st Annual 
Swine Conference  

 

 

Western Illinois University 

University Union 

Grand Ballroom 

Macomb, IL 

 

August 30, 2011 

Carthage Veterinary 
 Service, Ltd. 



Conference Agenda 
 
 
6:30 - 8:00 TQA Training  
7:00 - 8:00 PQA Plus Training  
  
7:00 - 8:00 Registration 
 
8:00 - 10:00 MAIN SESSION 
 
8:00 - 8:05 Welcome 
 Dr. Joseph Connor 
 
8:05 - 8:15 Illinois Pork Producers Association 

          Mike Haag 
 
8:15 - 8:30 Pork Production Outlook 
 Dr. Ron Plain 
 
8:30 - 8:40 Full Value Pigs 
 Dr. Dennis DiPietre 
 
8:40 - 8:50 IMPROVEST 

 Dr. James Bradford, Pfizer 
 
8:50 - 9:20 Bioethics  
 Wesley Smith 
  
9:20 - 9:30 Awards 
 
9:30 - 10:00 Break/Exhibitors/Refreshments  
     
10:00 - 10:30 ROUNDROOM PRESENTATIONS 
 
10:30 - 2:30 BREED-TO-WEAN BREAKOUT 
   
10:30 - 10:40 Parity Retention Rates 
 Dr. Joseph Connor 
 
10:40 - 10:55 Technology to Improve Breeding Efficiency  
 Dr. Rob Knox 
 
10:55 - 11:10  Diseases—Rotavirus Type C, Clostridium, SIV 
 Dr. Doug Groth 
 
11:10 - 11:20 Euthanasia of Piglets  
 Dr. Aaron Lower 
 
11:20 - 11:45 Farrowing House Jeopardy 
 Dr. Joseph Connor & Dr. Aaron Lower 
 
11:45 - 12:45 Lunch 
 
12:45 - 1:00  Production and Cost Benchmarking 
 Stacey Edwards, AgriStats 
 
  1:00 - 2:00 Farrowing Paradigm Shifts - Challenging  
 Historical Production Practices 
 Dr. Laura Greiner 
 
  2:00 - 2:30 Break/Exhibitors/Refreshments 

10:30 - 2:30 CEO/MANAGEMENT TRENDS BREAKOUT  
  
10:30 - 10:55 Domestic Market 
 Dr. Ron Plain 
  
10:55 - 11:20 Regulatory Threats to Businesses 
 Jacob Bylund 
 
11:20 - 11:45 International Pork Business—China 
 Craig Martin, M2P2 
 
11:45 - 12:00 World Trade Center  
 Chuck Hartke 
 
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 
  
  1:00 - 1:15 Attracting and Hiring the Right Employees 
 Suzan Harrison 
 
  1:15 - 1:45 Motivating and Developing the Right Employees  
 Dr. Larry Firkins  
 
  1:45 - 2:00  Retaining the Right Employees  
 Fred Kuhr 
 
  2:00 - 2:30  Break/Exhibitors/Refreshments 
 
 
10:30 - 2:30 WEAN-TO-MARKET SESSION  
   
10:30 - 10:45 Mycoplasma Diseases—M. Hyopneumoniae,  
 Hyosynoviae, Hyorhinis  
 Dr. Jim Lowe 
 
10:45 - 11:00  WTM Benchmarking  
 Stacey Edwards, AgriStats 
 
11:00 - 11:15  Caloric Feed Efficiency 
 Dr. Bob Harrell 
 
11:15 - 11:30  Starting Pigs with High Feed Costs 
 Dr. Kevin Soltwedel 
 
11:30 - 11:45 Market Animal Handling 
 Dr. Matt Ritter, Elanco 
 
11:45 - 12:05 Measuring and Controlling Variation to Optimize Profit 
 Dr. Dennis DiPietre 
  
12:05 - 12:15 Profit Optimizer Model: Identification to Improve 

Profits 
 Dr. Aaron Lower 
 
12:15 - 1:15 Lunch 
 
  1:15 - 1:25 Euthanasia: Electrocution/Captive Bolt 
 Dr. Dyneah Classen 
 
  1:25 - 1:40 IMPROVEST: Implementation in Barn 
 Dr. James Bradford, Pfizer 
 
  1:40 - 1:50 Oral Fluids: Uses and Application in the Field 
 Dr. Seth Krantz 
 

 
1:50 - 2:00 Setting Up Your Barns for Winter Ventilation 
 Dr. Kelly Greiner 
 
2:00 - 2:30 Break/Exhibitors/Refreshments 
 
2:30 - 4:00 MAIN SESSION 
 
2:30 - 2:40 EP3 
 Dr. Larry Firkins 
 
2:40 - 2:55 Using Standard SOPs to Minimize PRRS Risk 
 Dr. James Lowe 
 
2:55 - 3:15 PRRS Transmission and Filtration Update 
 Dr. Scott Dee 
 
3:15 - 4:00  Keynote Address 
 Trent Loos 
 
4:00 Closing Remarks 
 Dr. Joseph Connor 
  

 
Trent Loos is a sixth generation United States 
farmer with a passion for the rural lifestyle. 
Trent was raised on a diversified farm near 
Quincy, IL. He entered the hog business at a 
young age and has been involved in livestock 
production ever since.   
 
Trent travels the country to unearth stories 
about the people involved in the many 
different facets of production agriculture and 
to spread the good word about food 
producers in the U.S. He has a radio listening 

audience of four million and can be heard on over 100 stations across 
the country.  

 
Wesley J. Smith is an award winning author 
and attorney. He is a senior fellow at the 
Discovery Institute’s Center on Human 
Exceptionalism. He is also a consultant to the 
Patients Rights Council, and a special 
consultant for the Center for Bioethics and 
Culture. In May 2004, because of his work in 
bioethics, he was named by the National 
Journal as one of the nation’s top expert 
thinkers in bioengineering. In 2008, the 
Human Life Foundation named him a Great 

Defender of Life for his work against assisted suicide and euthanasia.  
 
Smith left the full time practice of law in 1985 to pursue a career in 
writing and public advocacy. He is the author or coauthor of twelve 
books. His latest book is  A Rat is a Pig is a Dog is a Boy: The Human 
Cost of the Animal Rights Movement, a searing critique of the ideology 
and tactics of the animal liberation movement and a rousing defense 
of the unique importance of human exceptionalism.  


