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Biosecurity

Happy New Year!

I hope this installment of Carthage Corner
finds you all well. | want to talk briefly
about biosecurity. We all know it is im-
portant, but here’s how important. Ac-
cording to Dr. Scott Dee, PRRS costs the
US pork industry over $560 million per
year which breaks down to about $12 per
pig per year in lost revenue.

One of the ways to capture some of those
lost dollars is by doing a biosecurity audit
and following a set of biosecurity princi-
ples. It has been shown farms that follow
a defined set of biosecurity principles gen-
erally benefit from increased health in
their herd and on average have a net bene-
fit of over five dollars per pig versus farms
that do not follow defined biosecurity
measures.

There are a few key areas of biosecurity |
would like to touch on. They are: pigs,
people, transport, and sanitation. With
regards to people, it pays to know who is
coming and going around your herd. All
visitors should follow the required down
time procedures. If you have visitors from
a foreign country visiting your operation,
increase the down time significantly to
reduce the risk of introducing foreign ani-
mal disease into your herd. Keep a visitor
log of who has been to your site, including
feed delivery drivers, weaned pig and mar-
ket hog drivers, pest control personnel,
and dead animal disposal pickup. If a ven-
dor does not have the proper amount of
downtime, they should not be allowed to
enter the farm.

It has been well documented that pigs can
be easily infected by PRRS virus in trans-
port. When a new group on animals is
delivered to the farm, be vigilant in look-
ing for clinical signs of disease within the
first week post arrival. If there are multi-
ple groups on a site, take extra precautions
when moving between groups. Separating
people is generally an effective way of
dealing with a high risk group of animals
until that group can be released from isola-
tion.

When selling market animals, make sure
each truck has been cleaned and disin-
fected prior to entering the farm. Clean/
dirty lines need to be established to show
where the inside of the barn ends and the
outside, less biosecure area begins. A
bright orange line is ideal to create a visi-
ble reminder to all personnel involved in
the operation. Clean areas would include
any area that could potentially come into
contact with a group of pigs. The dirty
sides are areas outside the hog barn or
showers.

It is important to establish one way pig
flow when either receiving or sending out
pigs. If a pig crosses the threshold of the
clean dirty line, the pig should not come
back. There should be no crossover traffic
between the truck driver and the herdsman
when loading or unloading pigs. If a pig
escapes when pigs are being unloaded into
a clean barn, the pig should not be allowed
to come into the barn. This is not neces-
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Educational CD-ROM's
for swine producers.

Implement a certifica-
tion program with our
web tracking system.

Over 60 lessons in Eng-
lish and Spanish!

English/Spanish Swine
Farm Language Guide
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Audio CD’s and booklet
that translate swine
terms, phrases, etc.

Eliminate language
barriers on the farm.
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Biosecurity Continued
sarily a PRRS risk, but other diseases can
be carried into a group of pigs if that one
pig is allowed in. Salmonella, TGE, and
swine dysentery are just a few of these
diseases. In addition, establish good ro-
dent baiting practices both outside and
inside the swine barn. Keep a written log
of the baiting, and rotate rodenticides peri-
odically to maximize rodent control
around the facility.

Finally, focus on sanitation. Please make
sure that feed spills are cleaned up outside
the facility in a timely manner to reduce
the risk of attracting rodents and birds to
the facility. Allow adequate time for
cleaning, disinfection AND drying to re-
duce pathogen load to the next incoming
group of pigs. Biosecurity is a key com-
ponent to sustained profitability in your
swine operation. Putting some key princi-
ples into place will pay big dividends
down the road. Implement a solid biose-
curity plan into your operations and enjoy
success!
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Control Imprave
ileitis.  feed efficiency. weight gain.

You already recognize Tylan™ as an established
leader for controlling ileitis. But did you realize Tylan
can also improve feed efficiency and increase weight
gain in feafthy animals? Control ileitis, improve feed
efficiency and increase waight gain—three proven
reasons to go with Tylan,

For increased rate of weight gain
and improved feed efficiency:
In Nursery Feeds: Fead Tylan al 20 gon-100 g/lon,
In Grower Feeds: Feed Tylan at 20 g'ton-40 g/ton
In Finlsher Feeds: Feed Tylan at 10 gfon-20 gion,

For fleitis control:

Feed Tylan at 100 gton for at least 3 weeks, followed
by 40 gfton to market weight.

Recommendation:

Begin feeding Tylan at 12-15 weeks of age or 3
weeks prior 10 Serocomversion,'? because gross of
microscopic lesions appear well in advance of
SRIOCONVErsin disease,

The Label conlem compieie use imarmution, clEng CHHG Bnd wangL
hwayn rvsel prelevniared snl foBow the label and uwr depciaon

" Iein-Tay withdeawsl whes fed socormesg ke Labsl @i boms.




